Cottage Cute

TOUR THIS HOME ¥
AlA Seattle // NW Home

Open House of the Mon
Sunday, July 17

Noon-3 p.m.

See page 16 for details
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“We've been the chief entertainment in the
neighborhood,” says Marilyn Widner with a
smile as she and her husband, Ken, sit at the patio
table situated in what quickly is taking shape
as their new sidewalk-fronting garden. M The
object of the neighbors’ fascination is the couple’s
brand-new backyard cottage. ® After 30 years
in their 3,000-square-foot 1926 Phinney Ridge
bungalow, in which they had raised two kids, the
couple had begun to mull over retirement options.
“We wanted to stay in the neighborhood, and were
toying with the idea of putting a mother-in-law
apartment in the basement [for ourselves],” recalls
Ken. “But then we were thinking, “Well, we don’t
really want to live our basement...” ” M Enter
the City of Seattle’s newly amended Detached
Accessory Dwelling Unit ordinance in 2009,
which for the first time permitted the raising of
backyard cottages in all of the city’s single-home
zones. “All of a sudden, we we're reading about
the city’s passing this ordinance, and we just
sort of jumped on it,” recalls Ken. Not only did
a cottage ideally suit their downsizing ambitions
(“I don’t need to clean 3,000 square feet of house

anymore,” says Marilyn with a laugh), but the
couple decided that by renting out their big house
they could subsidize their new cottage and their
retirement, which included plenty of travel plans.
Matt Hutchins of Fremont’s CAST architecture, as
it happened, a lobbying force behind the cottage
ordinance, soon arrived on the couple’s corner
lot ready to kick-start the trio’s cottage industry.
W Per his clients’ desire, the architect delivered a
diminutive dwelling, but one that didn’t skimp
on functionality, light or green space. Because his
clients are die-hard gardeners, Hurchins’ design
incorporated a trellis on the cottage’s exterior
and a rainwater cistern which, for some nine
months of the year, is expected to supply water
for thirsty plants, as well as for washing laundry
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Clockwise from left: The new 800-square-foot, trellis-graced cottage in Phinney Ridge is practical

and surprisingly spacious. Homeowner Ken Widner (left) patio-side with his cottage architect Matt

Hutchins. Sharing the same lot as their new cottage, is the Widners’ 3,000-square-foot original

home, which the couple intends to rent out to subsidize their retirement.
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Clockwise: Architect Matt Hutchins designed this space-savvy
staircase storage system especially to house his client’s
extensive album collection. The colorfully cute petite powder
room. On the first floor is the main living space that is
becomingly bright, and boasts radiant-heated bamboo hardwood
flooring. Just off the living room, French doors lead out to a

favored spot of the homeowners: a new front garden bearing a

number of transplanted plantings from their original big garden.
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and flushing toilets. @ Hutchins was very mindful that
the cottage fit seamlessly into the neighborhood. Explains
Marilyn, “One of the first things we said is, ‘Our house
has been here since 1926, so Matt, we want this [new] one
to look like it’s been here almost as long.” ” Fortunately,
to make room for the two-story cottage, all Hutchins had
to do was to tear down a large dilapidated deck attached
to the back of the main house (the new cottage’s living
room windows are set where that deck once ended), and
it was a perfect fit. “The other houses [on the street] are
on narrow lots too and so this one just kind of pops right
in,” says a pleased Hutchins. W The cottage’s interior
layout is necessarily simple, with the first floor featuring
a bright, invitingly open main living space that includes
a charmingly compact kitchen, pretty powder room and
French doors leading out to the garden patio. Upstairs
are the two bedrooms and a master bath, and plenty of
light, thanks to a sky-light studded vaulted ceiling. “We
had all of the constraints of size and budget, but what we
didn’t have,” says Hutchins, “was a constrained program.
These guys were as ambitious as with a giant custom house
project. So we had to get all that sort of special-ness into
this tiny footprint. I think that the finite aspect of the size
caused us to focus on what’s really important.” One of
the cottage’s most important focal points is the signature
shelving system that Hutchins builr into the sraircase ro
house Ken’s impressive album collection. “What would be
just a staircase in another house,” explains Hutchins, “is
an opportunity to make up the furniture that you're not
bringing over from the old house, and it has to do double_
and triple duty.” ® The Widners say that the hardest part
of downsizing has been sifting through a lifetime’s worth
of belongings, and deciding which items (from furniture
to their kids’ school projects) should be cottage-bound and
which they simply should let go. m Happily, they are in no
doubt that their cottage built for two is a keeper. ¥



Although compact, the kitchen,
sporting slate countertops and hidden
swing-out storage bins inside its
cabinets, is more than big enough to
accommodate two passionate cooks.
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| ANTIQUE MALL &
' AuctioN House

* OVER 200 DEALERS

MonTHLY FINE ART ¢ ANTIQUES
AND GENERAL AUCTIONS

241 S()U'l‘ll LANDER S’l‘Rl'E'l‘ SEATTLE

Yes, the furniture from Masins is a wonderful start, but it takes one of our
talented designers to put it all together. Come visit us soon!

Exceptional savings storewide on sofas, chairs, loveseats, dining room and bedroom
furniture and exquisite occasional pieces! Check our website for special sale prices.

Helping to make Northwest homes like yours beautiful since 1927.

MASINS

FINE FURNISHINGS & INTERIOR DESIGN

220 2nd Avenue South, Seattle | 206.622.5606
10708 Main Street, Bellevue | 425.450.9999
www.masins.com
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aiaseattle

NORTHWEST

HOME

AIA SEATTLE // NW HOME
OPEN HOUSE
Edition 7 :: Number 38

Architectural Firm :: CAST architecture

Cost :: Approximately $300 per square
foot for an 800-square-foot house
(total project cost might include
additional fees for other services that
are not reflected).

Tour it :: Sunday, July 17

([see details below)

The cottage’s
arty rain chain.

Open House Tour

Qurongoing partnershipwith the Am an
Institute of Architects Seattle Chapter [AIA
Seattle] continues our commitment to
bring the experience of Puget Sound-area
residential design to our readers. Each
issue, we showcase an architect-designed
home, selected by AIA Seattle and North-
west Home, which will be open to the public
for a Sunday-afternoon viewing. We invite
you to tour this issue's featured home,
designed by Matt Hutchins of CAST
architecture, located in Phinney Ridge at
558 N 70th St., on Sunday, July 17, between
noonand 3 p.m. For more information on
the tour and the Open House program,
visit nwhome.com or aiaseattle.org;
206.448.4938.
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ARTWORK & ACCENTS

at the University Village

206.525.2400

WWWw. [h eartst le}’.C()lﬂ

studio 25’

METALWORKS

Architectural Metal
Railings
Furniture

WWW.OLYMETAL.COM
360.705.0770

RAGEN

& Associates

Creating Distinctive
Gardens for 25 Years

Garden Design

Landscape Construction
& Maintenance

Pottery Showroom

Container Design

Visit our Showroom at
517 E Pike Street
Seattle WA 98122

206.329.4737
www.ragenassociates.com
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